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Commander’'s Corner
Displaying Core Values at JTF-B

By Lt.Col.John Brainerd
AFFOR

I ntegrityfirst, Servicebeforeself and Excellencein
all wedo.

Thesearenot just wordsto memorizein basictrain-
ing or at formal schools, but areour Air Force CoreVal-
ues.

They set thecommon standard for our conduct. They
remind us of what it takes to get our mission done,
whether we' rein the states or serving abroad.

They apply to all members: officer, enlist- =T

ed, and civilians. Being amember of the
Air Force, andall services, isa24-hour
aday commitment. Core valuesin-
spireustodoour best all thetime, no
matter how easy or difficultit may
be, regardlessif someoneisorisn’t
watchingus.
Corevaluesareacommon bond
among all comrades in arms, no
matter what servicewearein. They
may be called different names, and
each service may havedifferent num-
bers of values, but in the end, all are

about thesame. They arefor ustoliveby, to Emaer

honor, and to cherish. Each servicehasdiffer-
ent and unique capabilitiesand all combineto get the
mission accomplished.

Integrity First. Thisisthewillingnesstodowhat’s
right, evenwhen no oneislooking. Integrity isachar-
acter trait and the basisfor trust.

It also coversseveral moral traitsthat areindispen-
sableinserviceto our country. Theseinclude courage,
honesty, responsibility, accountability, justice, open-
ness, self-respect, and humility. All combineto makeus

thewarriorsthat weare, helpustofollow orders, andto
beleaders.

Service Before Self. Our professional responsibili-
tiesand dutiestake precedence over our personal de-
siresandlives. Someof thecharacteristicsof servicein-
cluderuleand order following, respect for others, dis-
cipline, self-control and faithin our system. | believe
that thisisthecorevaluethat all membersof Joint Task
Force-Bravo exemplify the most. Serving in thisre-
stricted-remote assignment truly epitomizes* Service
Before Self.”

Excellenceln All WeDo. Weall must contin-

B, ually strivetoimprove processes, products,

and ourselves. Continuous improve-
mentsand innovationsarerequired to
carry usintothefuture. Thisincludes
product/service excellence, person-
al excellence, community excel-
lence, resource excellenceand op-
erations excellence. How many
times have we asked why some-
thing is done the way it was and
heard, “ That’ show itsalways been
done.” Sometimestheoldway isthe
best, but we must ensure to do things
the correct and most efficient way possi-
ble. Doitrightthefirsttimeand every time.
Serving onaJoint Task Forceisauniqueop-
portunity where we can learn about our friends' mis-
sionsand values. It’ snot aplaceto forget or hide our
values, but aplace to step forward and represent our
services.

Gen. Michael Ryan, theAir Force Chief of Staff, not-
edthisabout corevalues: “Wemust practicethem our-
selves and expect no less from those with whom we
serve.”

Let’sall serveproudly at Soto Cano!

Chaplain’sCorner
Taking aspiritual inventory

By Chaplain (CPT) Arleigh vonSeggern
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

A few yearsago, on New Year’ sday, my wifeand
| woke up late and decided to takeastroll around the
townwhereweserved. Westoppedin at apharmacy,
andvisited one of our congregational memberswho
worked there. She was on her knees behind the
counter, doing inventory of tobacco products, which
wasrequired for thestate. It wasagood day for that,
business was nonexistent and these people could
takeinventory undisturbed.

They were taking inventory as part of their
jaobs...seeingwhat they had or didn’t haveonhand. In
many ways, wedo that at thistimeof year. Thisisa
convenient time to look back at the year past, and
take stock of what went good, what we accom-
plished, aswell aswhat did not go so well and what
wefailedtoaccomplish. Based onthese self-assess-
ments, wethen have the opportunity to make some
decisions.

A great number of people will make their “new
year resolutions.” For instance, if you takeinvento-
ry of yourself and decideyou areafew poundsover
weight, and you resolve to lose those few pounds,
don’tbesurprisedif itisnot aseasy asit sounds.

A deceptionisthat | can start my resolution “to-
morrow,” but “tomorrow never comes’ for whenit
becomesthe next day, tomorrow isjust another day
further off into thefuture. If you decideto start some-
thing, remember now isthetimetoinitiateit.

Itisnot easy to change patterns.

AYaeUniversity study indicated that for youto
changeahabit, or toformanew one, youwill haveto
do something on theaverage of 30timesfor it to be-
comeahabit.

A good examplemay bethepersonwho decidesto
spend 15 more minutes in prayer each day. It may
seem easy for two or threedays, but if you can keep
doingitfor 30 days, thereisagood possibility that
youwill continuethisall year long.

If you decideon aresolutionfor 2001, | wishyou
success!

Air Forceleaders send
their holiday greetings

By F. Whitten Peters and Gen. Michael Ryan
Secretary of the Air Force and Chief of Staff

Theyear 2000 israpidly drawingtoacloseand, as
they have for so many years, America’ sAirmen are
proudly and professionally performing vital missions
al aroundtheglobeand hereat home.

From the Balkans to Southwest Asia...from East
Timor to Mozambique — from the missile silos in
North Dakota to the training fields of Texas, and in
morethan 150 nationsthisyear, America sAir Force—
Regular, Reserve, Guard and Civilian— servesfaith-
fully, providing security for our nation and defending
itsfreedoms.

Y ou, America sAirmen, are the foundation of our
force— smart, sharp, loyal and tough. No one comes
close.

Thisholiday season givesustimeto pause and re-
flect. Firstin our mindsisadeep and abiding sense of
appreciation for the serviceand sacrificethat you and
your familiesmake. Weare proud and honoredto serve
withyou.

Wewishyou and yoursthe happiest of holidaysand
thevery bestintheNew Year.
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MEDRETE provides training, medical aid to natives

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Getting adequatemedical careisadifficult proposi-
tionfor many Honduranswholivein placeswherethere
are no roads and no hospital nearby. It isthe medical
support of Joint Task Force-Bravo that assists with
someof their needs.

Air Force personnel fromthe90th Medical Groupin
conjunction with JTF-Bravo's MEDEL performed
these duties as part of a MEDRETE exercise Dec. 4
through 14.

“Thisisan opportunity to practicetraining and de-
ployment trainingwith theability to providehumanre-
lief missions,” said CPT JoshuaKeesal, MEDEL com-
pany commander.

IntheMEDRETE' sbase camp at Catacamas, Hon-
duras, patientsweretreated for their achesand pains, re-
ceivedimmunizations, dental care, andreceivedaneye
check. Themedical team al so distributed eyeglassesto
thosewho needed them.

“Thishasbeenreally positive,” said Capt. Shannon
Hancock of the 341st Medical Group. “ Thisisaonce-
in-a-long-time experience because | get to practice
tropical medicine andthepeopleareuniformly grate-
ful.”

At the village of Tikkarya, deep in the Mosquito
Coast of Honduras, medics brought instant relief for
many of thevillagers.

“Thisisadifferent culture than many Hondurans
know about wheremany of the peopledon’t even speak
Spanish,” said COL (Dr.) JamesMartin, MEDEL com-
mander.

“Thisisthemost primitive areawe have been to and
oneof themost inaccessible,” said Martin. “Thereisa
dramatic need for servicesand care.”

“Wegivepreventivehealth educationin conjunction
withthe Honduran ministry of health,” said CPT Mike
Brumley, MEDEL. “ TheMinistry of Health provides
doctorsand worksasan equal partner supplying med-

ical personnel and perform-
ing health education, or we
won’tcome.”

“Dr. Ricardo Avilan
workedwithlocal health of-
ficials on where to focus
treatment, and the Ministry
of Health then selected the
high priority areas,” said
Martin.

The medical personnel
treated many cases of skin
disease and de-worming as
well asremovingteeth.

“We are treating mostly
acute conditions such as
rashes or rotten teeth,” said
Brumley. “We just can't
manage chronic injuries
such asdiabetesor cancer in
oneday.”

In addition to treating
medical cases, personnel at
Tikkarya distributed medi-
cineand dental careproducts
tothevillagers. MEDRETE.

The medical team also gained alot of experience
about deploying.

“This provided realistic training for operational
readiness,” saidMg. (Dr.) William Catelli, inchargeof
themedical group’ smissiontoHonduras. “ Our training
usually consistsof goingto Camp Bullock (Texas) and
working on mannequins. Hereyou' reactually doing a
job and helping people by providing services they
would never beabletoget or even afford.”

Catelli said that theteam not only hadto concentrate
on hel ping patientsbut al so on thelogi stics of moving
themedical team to multiplesitesonthesameday.

“Y ou can never over-prepare,” said Staff Sgt. Rick
Tapnio, apharmacist withthe 90th Medical Group. He
added that the experience made him wish he spoke
Spanish better.

.

Master Sgt. Duane Elliot searches for the proper medication for a
villagerin Tikkarya.
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“Welearned alot about how to do a
lotwithalittle,” said Capt. MonicaSer-

in f

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

SPCAdrianaAldapa, ARFOR, translatesthedoctor’s instructionsto amoth-
er during a medical examination in Catacamas, Honduras, as part of a

rano.“We' veseenal ot of diseasesthat wejust don’t see
at home. Wetreated alot of sick littlekids.”

“1"vebeen onthree of these, but thisisthefirst time
in Central America,” said Master Sgt. Duane Elliott,
noncommissioned officer in charge of the pharmacy.
“Seeing all this makes you appreciate how good we
haveit at home because most of them don’t have shoes
or clothes. Yet evenwith all that they seem happy.”

“My favoritepartissurgery,” said Brumley.“Itisre-
ally gratifying, because you quickly fix something. If
thereisapaininatooth, you pull itandthereisn’t any
morepain.”

Overall, thegrouptreated 3,226 patients, 734 dental
patients and immunized 990 people. The group also
passed out 413 pairsof glasses.

Themost important part of thetrip, however, could
not bequantifiedin merenumbers, butinthemany lives
touched by thedoctorsand medics.

g
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Maj. (Dr.) William Catelli, 90th Medical Group examines apatient’s teeth in Tikkaryaas SGT

John Collins of Company A, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment assists.
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The Spirit ol

Tech Sgt. Jeffrey McNeil of Joint Security Forces sings along during the can-
dlelight vesper ceremony held atthe chapel Dec. 24.

A group of carolers serenaded airmenin Air Force Village Christm
through Soto Cano, spreading songs and cheer to Joint Task Force:

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Feliznavidad! ....and visions of pifiatasdanced intheir heads... Cer-
tainly, itwasnot awhite Christmasinthetropical climate of Honduras
However, thissmall fact did not deter carolersfromraisingtheir voicesir
praiseat Soto CanoAir Base, Honduras. Nor didit stoptheU.S. soldiers
airmen and Marinesfrom planning Christmas partiesfor the abundance
of orphanagesinthesurrounding areas, bringing smilesto morethan 50(
boysand girlswithnofamiliesto carefor them.

Dancing and service-specific parties provided many with an opportu
nity to dress up in their holiday finest for the season at Soto Cano AB
Christmastreelighting ceremoniesand aholiday Army vs. Air Force soft:
ball gameaddedicingtotheholiday festivities, kicking off thefestivesea
son.

Church-goersdressed up for chapel servicesin honor of thereasonfol
the season. Thedining facility put on agrand showing of aholiday feas
for thosehungry for ascloseto ahome-cooked meal asthey’ d havetheop:
. portunity to have here.Barbecues and watching Christmas-day footbal
PO b Ot = . gameswerenot forgotten Americantraditionsof spendingtheday evenir
1L T Kristine Hartz dances the night away at the ARFOR Christmas Party held Honduras. Calls back hometo the States tied up the phone linesin the
Dec.17 atthe Rally Pointon base. evening asmany wished their statesidefamily and friendshappy holidays
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Christmas

Thecarolers,members of the chapel congregation, strolled all
yersonnel.

Honduran Christmascapturesoneof thoselifetimemomentsthat not
y U.S. citizenscan ever claim experiencing. Itistruly aonce-in-a-
me opportunity for most of the military personnel stationed here.
nes, soldiers and airmen alike took timeout on Christmas day to
dtimewith other comrades-in-arms stationed overseasto enjoy the
\al significance of thewarm and windy day together, uniting them as
ysand asamilitary family of brothersand sisters.
ymefortunate soulsherewereableto spend Christmasday withtheir
lies, either Honduran or American, many who flew thelong journey
colder partsof the United Statesto enjoy atropical-style Christmas
their loved ones.
‘uetoour military roots, regardless of serviceat thisjoint task force,
ven the holiday season stopsU.S. service membersdeployed over-
from providing for and showing our neighborsthat we care about
welfare, too, eventhoughweareall sofar from our ownhomesand
lies. Not even missing theholidayswith our familiesand friendsnor
asicknesscan stop dedicated U.S. military menand womenfrommis-
accomplishment.
1ese are the men and women, who even on Christmas, areready to
dly servetheir country and our other international brothersand sis-
round theworld.
-photos by Martin Chahin, 1st Lt. Kim
Garbett,and SPC Jeremy Heckler

Master Sgt. Ricardo Morgan tells Santa Claus what he wants for Christmas atthe AFFOR
Christmas Party held atthe Princess Hotel in TegucigalpaDec. 16.

tgi-u{ i

A Honduran girl takes aswing at the pifiataduring the MEDEL Christmas Party with local or-
phans.
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Senior Master Sgt. Bob Jenkins, fire department,
goestoworkona door.

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Inasmall community inthemountainsof Honduras,
achurchisslowly rising, atestament toasmall group of
airmenwho areadding totheunity of thevillage.

Members of Joint Task Force-Bravo donate their
time, money and materialstothevillage of El Encinal
asthey build achapel. Theairmen have donated cloth-
ing, shoes, food as well as abed and wheelchairs for
someof thelessfortunate.

Thework doneat El Encinal wasstarted throughthe
effortsof Staff Sgt. Charlie Holmes, and has been con-
tinued by Chief Master Sgt. Steven Jonesof AFFOR.

“Thefirst timel met Charlie Holmes, hewasaDJ
here and he went with me to the mountains,” said
Nathaniel Guerrero, manager of TheOasisCluband a
pastor at El Encinal. “Wewent every Monday and start-
edto construct thechurchin February.”

“Myfirsttripto El Encinal wasinJune, and | wasjust
tryingto get off basewith Staff Sgt. CharlieHolmes,”
said Jones. “ After visiting once and seeing what was
needed and thewarmth of the people, | washooked.”

Holmes, Jones and others returned to add to the
church, buildingwallsand aroof. After Holmesrotated
home, Jonesand Senior Master Sgt. Bob Jenkinsof the
Fire Department took over theproject. Witheach return
trip,theairmen noticed moresupport from the commu-
nity.

“Atfirst,they wouldjust sitandwatchfromthewin-
dowsbut by thetimewewerehalfway done, they start-
ed helping,” said Jones. “Now when we go up, they
pitchinand help.”

Their most recent project involved building win-
dowsfor thechapel.

To build the windows, Jones, Jenkins of the Fire
Dawgs, Senior Master Sgt. Richard Roberts, Staff Sgt.
Laniswilliamsand a crew of assorted volunteers de-

Airmen help build church,community in El Encinal

] = 3 #ﬁ' i
P, & T B ¢

S

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

Tech Sgt. Victor Harris and another airmen screw in hinges for thewindows. Thewindows are part of a
construction projectin thevillage of El Encinal. The volunteers recently placed seven windows into the

church at El Encinal, Honduras.

pended onthegenerosity of others.

“1 used my wood proj ect to help build thewindows
and othershel ped donatewood and build,” said Jones.
He added that many people at the base wood shop
pitched in and hel ped him as he came to cut wood or
would givehimadvice.

“Most of thetime | go there and cut wood and the
folkswill ask what I’ m doing; thenthey’ Il ask how they
can hel p and throw afew boardsof their ownin,” said
Jones.

Construction of the windows was delayed while
Jonesrecovered from surgery, pushing back theinstal-
lationto just before Christmas.

Theairmen havealsobene-
fited from MWR, who donat-
ed their unusable wood to the
effort. Their work turnedinto
an early Christmas present,
courtesy of theAir Force.

“Things turned out very
good, especially because we
were ableto makeit aChrist-
mas present from us,” said
Jones.

“The help from Soto Cano
has been a great blessing,”
said Guerrero.

“Thegospel isprogressing
inthe community and getting
tobesound,” hesaid.

“Before the group came
heretheir weredrunks, andre-
ports of shootings and rob-
beries. Now alot of that has
stopped and thecommunity is
becoming quiet,” said Guer-
rero.

“With the villagers doing

have taken ownership of it,” said Jones. “ Eventually,
they’ Il take moreresponsibility and our responsibility
will decrease.”

Guerrero said that morevillagesarerequesting sup-
port for similar projects.

Right now, theairmen arejust concentrating onthe
next project.

“1 would like to see doors on the church aswell as
pews and benches,” said Jones. Currently the parish-
ionersmust makedo, sitting on boardsresting on cinder
blocks.

Still, thegrowthin thecommunity showsinthefoun-
dationtheairmenlaid.

,
o
e

moreof thework, it meansthat
it's now their church. They

Chief Master Sgt. Steven Jones, AFFOR, checksthefitonthedoors forthe
windows they’ve constructed.
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Air Forcegrounds Army 23-16for bragglng rights

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Air Forcebatsrocked theArmy, 23-16, capturingthe Army-Air
Force softball title Dec. 13 at the softbal| complex here.

“Wehaven'tlost since‘97,” said Don Covert, Air Force coach.
Many of theairmen cited redemptionfor their defeat infootball two
weeksbeforeasincentiveto beat Army.

“Thisisvindicationfromthe Turkey Bowl, we had the pressure
on our back and we camethrough,” said Shame Hansen of theAir
Forceteam.

The game started out as an ol d-fashioned shootout with the air-
menjumping out toa3-0lead onthebatsof Hansen and Doug Coop-
er.

In the bottom half of thefirst inning, the Army responded with
back-to-back homerunsby Raobert Falasco and John Kunstbeck ty-
ingthegameat three apiece.

Theairmen blew thegameopeninthethirdinning asasingle by
Bob Jenkinsand Rico Montellanosscored three. Theairmen hustled
for each run, taking extrabases on singles. Three more doublesand
asacrificefly staked thelead at sevenfor theairmen.

Harrishel ped theground pounderscut thelead tofivewith atwo-
run homerun. Inthebottom of the next inning, the Army shaved an-
other run off thelead.

“This was the turning point of the game for us,” said Covert.
“They had two outsand afiverunlead and wejust got afew key hits
andturned thegamearound.”

Theairmen continuedto answer thecall with their batsasBullock
tripled in one and Hansen scored another run, adding three to the
scoreboard. Then Cooper came up and cranked oneinto the Hon-
duran night. Randy Thacker singled inonemore, giving theairmen
al5-6lead. The Army scrapped onerun back but Montellanos’ sin-
gleinthebottom half of theinning brought it back.

Army fought back inthesixthinning, asRichard Jessup singled
inoneand David Prymul ascored threemoreonabase- loadedtriple,
cuttingtheleadtothree.

Air Forcegot therunsback inthenextinning. AnArmy throwing
error ledtotwo runsscoring. A singleby Thacker added another run,
giving theteam an insurmountabl e ten-run lead in the seventhin-
ning.

Marty Martinand Prymula slateseventhinningrally cutthelead,
butitwasn’t enoughfor thewin.

“The Army put in agood effort but we were too strong,” said
Hansen.

“Weconsistently hittheball, and if you score25runsyou arego-
ingtowin,” said Cooper. “Wejumped on them early and never let

up.”

Army’s Robert Falasco swings for the fence.
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Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

Rico Montellanos of Air Force slides in as the ball eats up Army’s catcher.

Soto Cano TV Channel Guide

Station
Commander’ sChannel
AFRTS
AFRTS
AFRTS
AFRTS
ABC (Nashville)
CBS(Erie, PA)
NBC (New Y ork)
ABC (Pittsburgh)
CBS(Pittsburgh)
NBC (Pittsburgh)
NBC
Fox (Miami)
WGN
TBS
WWOR
WPIX
CNNH/N
CNN
CNN F/N
Fox News
ESPN
ESPN2
ESPN Classic
TNN
TNT
USA-East
BET
FX
Sci Fi
Westerns

Station
HGTV
Weather Channel
MTV2
Discovery Chl-West
TLC
TechTV
RomanceClassics
HBO-East
HBO-West
HBO Signature
Showtime-East
Showtime-West
Starz-East
Starz Theater
Cinemax-East
Cinemax-West
TheMovie Channel-East
LifetimeMovieNetwork
Sundance
Encore-East
Flix
BET Movie
Galavision
HTV
Telemundo
HondurasLocal 3/7
HondurasL ocal 33
HondurasLocal 5
HondurasHondured
Univision
Pay-Per-View
Pay-Per-View (Spcl Evts)
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Skypark at Oasis Club

Department of Defenseband Skypark is
scheduledtorock TheOasisClubwiththeir
fast poprock beat Dec. 31, Jan. 2, and Jan. 3.
Thedoorsopenat 8 p.m.

Kickoff the New Year

Kickoff theNew Year at The OasisClub.
Therewill bethree DJs, costume contests,
an egg toss, pie eating contests as well as
rafflesthroughout the night. Doorsopen at
8p.m. Dec. 31.

Upper division
collegecourses

TheEducation Center isrequiring early
tuition assistance (TA) reservationsASAP
forthosemilitary personnel whowantto en-
roll inupper level college courses(300-400
level). Inthepast, every upper level course
offered was cancelled due to lack of pay-
ment/commitment by students. Thefollow-
ing courses are possible, no guarantee, de-
pending upon how many pay 25 percent up
front before classes are confirmed for the
January term. Early enrollmentiskey toen-
surethoseclassesare offered assoon aspos-
sible:

Business Management courses: 320
(Government Accounting), 364 (Manage-
ment & Organization Theory), 370 (Ad-
vanced Management)

Computer Sciencecourses: 300 (Com-
puter Data), 304 (Ethical I ssuesinInforma-
tion Systems), 310 (Software/Hardware
Concepts), 320 (Office Automation), 370
(Data Communications), 410 (Database
Concepts), 430 (Information Systems& Se-
curity), 450 (Telecommuni cations Systems
inManagement).

If you need classesfor your degree com-
pletion, pleasefollow-upASAP, or you will
not meet the January deadline; some class-
es have prerequisites. For moreinforma-
tion, contact Mo Eckols at ext.4495.

Spanish booklets

The Soto CanoAir Base Education Cen-
ter hasmadeavailablefor thefirst timethe
Spanishimmersion beginning/intermediate
guick conversational self-prep. Print your
own copy, if youwish, by goingto (1) My
Computer; (2) H- Drive; (3) J-Staff; (4)
Education Cen; (5) Conversational Span-
ish. For those personnel pulling aviation
night duty inthe 1st Battalion, 228th Avia-
tion Regiment unable to attend Headstart
classes, who requested copiesfor their unit,
please ensure personnel are aware of this
service, free and available 24 hours aday.
For more information, call Mo Eckols at
ext. 4495.

Wood shop safety

Thewood shop safety classwill beheld
Mondays and Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the
basewood shop. Theclassismandatory in
order to signfor wood.

By 1stLt. Kim Garbett
Public Affairs

Thepassing of thecol orsand many
bittersweet memories for Company
B, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Reg-
iment took place Dec. 15 as CPT
Doug Lindquist relinquished his
command to CPT Brian Warfel, in-
coming B Company commander.

Emotionsran highamidthecrowd
gathered in aflightline hanger as a
CH-47 Chinook, also sometimesre-
ferred to as the “ magic school bus,”
sat proudly silhouetted against the
sun-kissed Honduran mountain
ranges, symbolic of all that was be-
foreandall that isyet tocome.

LTC Scott Ciluffo, 1-228th Avia-
tion Regiment Commander, said, “I
have always considered the measure
of one’slifeisnot how much money
they had or the number of toys they
accumulated, but rather how pro-
found the impact they made on the
lives of those they came in contact
with. | have seen thetremendousim-
pact that CPT Lindquist hasmade(in
hisfifteen months of command) not
just onthe Sugarbears, but throughout
the entire battalion, JTF-Bravo and
theUSSOUTHCOM AOR.”

In the past 15 months, the Bravo
Company at Soto Cano, the*jewel of
the Chinook community,” has
touchedthelivesof many. They have
deployedto Venezuelafor Operation
“Fundamental Response,” delivering
morethan onemillion poundsof car-
goand safely evacuating nearly 3,000
refugeesafter ahurricanedevastated
thecountry in Dec. 1999. TheBravo
Company “Sugarbears” delivered
360,000 pounds of food to the Mo-
coronareaof Hondurasnear theMos-
quito Coast. They have also partici-
pated in five Central Skies counter-
drug missions throughout Central
Americaand assisted intherecovery
of millions of marijuana plants des-
tinedfor saleintheUnited States. The
Sugarbears were a key player in a
Honduran UH-1N extraction from a
|ake, and al so conducted water |and-
ings and helocast operations with
Special OperationsForces. Thecom-
pany has also assisted with bridge
spaninsertions, wereinstrumental in
disaster relief assessmentsand akey
player in home-based major accident
responseexercises. Thelist continues
andisalongone.

For Warfel and Lindquist, Dec.
15th will beaday long-remembered.

Photo by Martin Chahin

Company B, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment commanders past
and present, CPT Brian Warfel and CPT Doug Lindquist, flank LTC Scott
Ciluffo, battalion commander, and salute the flag during the change of

command ceremony held Dec. 15.

“Itiswith aheavy heart that | relin-
quishcommand of the Bravo Compa-
ny Sugarbearstoday,” Lindquist be-
gan. “ Thishasbeen the most reward-
ing 15 months of my career and my
life. | cannot bemore proud of the ac-
complishments of the soldiers that
stand before you and their predeces-
sorsbeforethem. Wearethe smallest
Chinook company intheArmy, but |
guaranteethat no other four Chinooks
have logged more hours or helped
more people doing real-world mis-
sions than our four here at Soto
Cano.”

Inhisaddress, Lindquist highlight-
ed that Warfel hasbeen blessed with
taking command of what Lindquist
considered the “ best company com-
mand in the Army.” The Sugarbears
areanextremely small company, both
i’ shiggest asset and its greatest lia-
bility, Lindquist said.

“You (Warfel) will face many
unique challenges in the upcoming
year. Somewhere, sometime, and
probably when you least expect it, a
country inthisAORwill needtheas-
sistance that only ‘the magic school
bus’ can provide. | haveevery confi-
dencethat you will takethe company
tothenextlevel andrespondto every
challenge,” said Lindquist.

Warfel, a Minnesota native, has
been at Soto Cano for almost ayear
withthe 1-228th asitsbattalion adju-
tant. Warfel wasaprior-servicecom-

municationsspecialist andisaveter-
an of both Desert Storm and Bosnia.
He also holdsthe distinction of hav-
ing two advanced aircraft qualifica-
tions, rated firstinthe UH-60 Black-
hawk and now inthe CH-47 Chinook.

“Itisaprivilege and honor stand-
ing beforeyou today taking command
of such afine group of outstanding
soldiers,” said Warfel. “Not many
yearsago, | wastaking the oath of en-
listment...now, here | stand before
you, acaptainandin chargeof theon-
ly heavy lift aviation company south
of the U.S. border. It is an awesome
feeling.”

Warfel went onto say wordscould
not describe how elated he feels on
thisday. “ | wanttothank LTC Ciluffo
for ... giving me the opportunity to
lead themost elitecompany in hisbat-
talion. Sir, you have entrusted me
withtheultimateresponsibility of the
livesandwelfareof these 12 soldiers.
| will not let you or the Sugarbears
down.”

Warfel closed his acceptance of
command addresswith aquote. Gen-
eral Frederick Kroesensaid: “ A com-
pany commander ischargedwithasa
cred trust: the lives of his soldiers,
men and women hemay be called up-
on to lead in combat. There’'s no
greater trust that can be bestowed by
the American peoplethan apersonal
responsibility for the lives of their
sonsand daughters.”

<> Movie

Q@
- Schedule
Y VI 4L
For weekend of
Dec. 30-31

Saturday, Dec.30 4 p.m.
Dr.T andtheWomen (R)

Saturday, Dec. 31 7:15p.m.
Womenon Top (R)

Sunday, Dec. 31 4p.m.
Blair Witch Project 2
(PG-13)

Sunday, Dec. 317:15p.m.
L ucky Numbers(R)




